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Welcome to Grace Christian School!

This information is an endeavor to advise you of the expectations at GCS. Following these
guidelines will help you not only be academically successful but also prepared to enjoy your
school experience at Grace Christian School.

School Hours

School hours are from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm for grades JK-12 each day. Parents are responsible
for supervision after 3:20 pm. ESL after school tutoring is from 3:15 — 4:00pm from Tuesday to
Friday. If your son/daughter is on the school property for an unsupervised activity after 3:20
pm, the school is released from any liability for injury or disability incurred.

Please ensure your child is at school by 8:55 am so that he is prepared to begin the school
day.

Cancellation and Delays

The school will follow the English Language School Board announcements for school
cancellations due to weather or road conditions. It also follows the Colonel Gray, Charlottetown
Rural, and Bluefield families of schools for localized closures. GCS offers a text message
notification system for school closures. If you would like to be notified by text message of a
school closure due to weather, please let Mrs. Huizing know.

Lunch

Lunchtime is from 12:15-12:55 pm for grades 7-12 and 12:30-12:55 pm for grades 1-6 in each
homeroom classroom. Students need to bring their own lunches to school. The classroom
teacher will supervise lunchtime. Occasionally, a hot lunch program may be offered for
purchase (order forms are sent home weekly). Milk may be purchased weekly by the students
in grades K-12 in the student’s homerooms.

School Parking

Extreme caution should be observed at all times while driving on campus. All traffic other than
staff vehicles should not enter or exit through the teacher parking area near the school
entrance at any time.

Communication:
GCS communicates with parents via the following means
1. School announcements via email and school management system (you can receive a log
in to MySchoolManagement via your email to see announcements, upcoming
assignments, and grades; talk to Mrs. Huizing to enrol)
2. Social media
a. Facebook —facebook.com/gcspei
b. Twitter — @gcs_pei
c. Instagram - @gcspei



3. Website — gcspei.ca
4. ESL and elementary blogs — access from school home page
5. Printed forms/letters

Dress Code:

The governing principle of our dress code is modest, clean, neat, and appropriate. So that
parents have a better understanding of the dress standard at Grace Christian School, the
general guideline for elementary school is CASUAL DRESS, and for high school it is BUSINESS
CASUAL DRESS. All clothes are to fit properly and are not to be worn when they are either too
tight or too loose. No one should ever see a student's underwear at school - this includes being
able to see underwear through clothing worn over it. Outerwear is not to be worn in class. In
times of cold weather, students should wear a sweater if they are not dressed warmly enough
already. All clothing is to be free of any rips, tears, or holes.

Grade 7-12 Boys Dress Code:

In keeping with business casual attire, boys are to wear pants such as Dockers, cargoes, or
corduroys. Boys are to wear collared shirts or sweaters, and are expected to tuck in long shirts
and dress shirts. Clothing that does not fall under “business-casual” includes jeans, sweatshirts
(including hoodies) or sweatpants, t-shirts (long or short-sleeved,) athletic wear, pyjamas,
fleeces, and other outdoor jackets. Jeans may be worn when worn with GCS-branded clothing
(including hoodies, tshirt, etc).

Grade 7-12 Girls Dress Code:

In keeping with business casual attire, girls are to wear dresses, skirts, dress pants, cords, or
cotton pants. Capri pants and dress shorts may be worn when the weather is appropriate.
Skirts, shorts or the slit in such items are not to be higher than the knee. Shirts or tops are not
to have low necklines. Girls are to wear dress tops or sweaters. All tops must be long enough in
the torso area that skin does not show at the midriff. Clothing that does not fall under
“business-casual” includes the following: jeans, athletic wear (including t-shirts,) pyjamas,
sweatshirts, and hoodies, fleece, and other outdoor jackets. Jeans may be worn when worn
with GCS-branded clothing (including hoodies, tshirt, etc).

All clothes worn in the high school are to be completely free of messages in word, number, or
picture form.

Approved GCS logo clothing maybe ordered at: http://gracecs.entripyshops.com

Prohibited Articles:

The following items are prohibited: illegal substances including cigarettes, alcohol, narcotics
etc., weapons including knives, guns, etc. Portable music players (Ipods, mp3 players, etc) and
electronic gaming devices (Nintendo DS, PSP, etc) should not be used during school hours or at
school functions. Any other materials deemed inappropriate due to content (eg. books,
magazines, etc) will be confiscated. Due to privacy concerns, cameras may be used only with
permission from a teacher.
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Homework:

The purpose of homework is to develop study habits, to give opportunity for enrichment and to
complete unfinished class work. Time needed to complete homework will vary if the student
does not make efficient use of class time or the curriculum necessitates. A teacher will expect
each student to turn in assignments completed and on time. Chronic failure to complete
homework will be brought to the attention of the parents and the principal.

All students in the ESL program have English practice EVERY night.

Cell Phone Policy:

Cell phones or other communications media are not to be used during the school day. They
may be kept, with sound turned off, in a student’s locker and are to be used strictly on an
emergency basis or in class with the teacher’s permission.

ESL Program Supply List:

Your student should come prepared for their classes each day. ESL students will need 2 Mead
notebooks, 2000 index cards, 1 three ring binder, highlighters, 3 boxes of tissues/Kleenex, an
agenda or homework notebook, and 1 pack of lined paper. Students will also receive supply
lists from their other classes.

ESL Blog:
An information blog created just for ESL students and their parents can be found at:
https://gcsesl.wordpress.com/

This is only a portion of the handbook that will allow you to prepare for the successful
enrollment of your child to GCS. You my find the entire Student handbook at:
http://www.gcspei.ca/files/5014/6903/9370/Parent_Handbook 2016-2017.pdf.

Please feel free to contact our ESL Program Director Dr. Susanne Huizing (Shuizing@gcspei.ca) if
you have any questions or need clarification.

We look forward to partnering with you and your student successfully at Grace Christian
School.
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